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Part of the Solution: 

Two new kidney tests for 
COVID-19 patient care

The rundown:
• Prospera transplant assessment test allows for remote, non-invasive surveillance of rejection during times 

when COVID presents challenges for in-person visits
• Prospera’s unique enhancement �ags elevated levels of background cell-free DNA common during a 

COVID infection to help avoid potential false negative results
• Renasight kidney genetics panel can identify the APOL1 genes in your COVID patients to understand 

any risk variants associated with collapsing glomerulopathy in patients1,2

  Remote, non-invasive assessment of transplant rejection during COVID times

Developed by Natera with our trusted legacy in cell-free DNA, Prospera is thoughtfully optimized to be a more precise, 
reliable tool for early, clinically meaningful rejection assessment.3,4,5 

Prospera’s high sensitivity of 89% and negative predictive value of 95% (at a 25% prevalence of rejection) means you 
can be con�dent when catching rejection during this critical illness, leading to possible treatment and/or resumption of 
immunosuppressants if consistent with the clinical picture.4 Further, Prospera has been reported to �ag elevated 
background levels of cfDNA that may occur during a COVID infection as a way to avoid a false negative result.6  

 As such, Prospera can be integrated into your remote surveillance clinical work�ow to more 
 accurately catch rejection – even during the COVID-19 pandemic and infection.3,4

  Impact of APOL1 gene in COVID-19 patients

APOL1 high risk variants have been associated with collapsing glomerulopathy in patients with COVID.1,2 It has been 
posited that APOL1 requires a second hit to cause chronic kidney failure – including viral infections.8 As such, the 
SARS-CoV-2 virus may be providing the second hit in individuals with high risk APOL1 genotypes, leading to an 
increased incidence of nephropathy in these patients.1,2 Wu, et al., “found no direct viral infection in the kidneys, 
suggesting a possible alternative mechanism: a “two-hit” combination of genetic predisposition and cytokine-mediated 
host response to SARS-CoV-2 infection.”2

Further, the gene has been implicated in some disparities currently related to the morbidity and mortality associated 
with the COVID-19 pandemic, speci�cally in Americans of African descent. African Americans have a have a higher 
incidence of the APOL1 risk variant than other ethnic backgrounds.9 

 Understanding an individual’s APOL1 status, using a test like Renasight, may help better 
 understand potential risks related to COVID-19 infections.


